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gone to La Rochelle; others said to England to see
Elizabeth; others declared he was to head a rising in
the Netherlands. None of these are at all likely. He
was no doubt bent on organising from Germany a new
force to resist Philip, and experience taught him how
little was to be expected from the Huguenots of France.
He was now apparently dogged by hired assassins, whom
he sought to escape. It is certain that his mysterious
disappearance in the crisis of a campaign seriously
impaired his reputation with friend and with foe. And
a chorus of exultation and derision rose from the Spanish
side at what they called the flight and degradation of
their arch enemy.
In his own days and in ours the opponents of the
Prince have spoken slightingly of his courage and his
military qualities, especially of his excessive prudence
in the field. As to his personal bravery, it seems
ridiculous to doubt it of a man whose whole life was one
of hairbreadth escapes from furious mobs and relentless
enemies, who chose a career of incessant war and combat
when he might have gone to live quietly with John in
Nassau, who boldly faced raging fanatics at Antwerp
and Amsterdam, and mutinous troopers in a dozen camps,
who lived cheerfully for years surrounded by murderous
conspirators and hired assassins. But it is certain that
he felt none of the joy of battle that throbbed in the
soul of his gallant brother Louis, or his chivalrous rival,
Egmont.\ He never had loved battle with his peers; he
was always for the tactics of Fabius, and not of Hotspur.
But his resources as a tactician must have been of a,
high order, for he had commanded large armies against
Coligny and also against Alva, without ever having

